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Library Resources 

Non-fiction Books 

Databases – People

Databases– States & Countries

Databases- Encyclopedias 
Contain information from reference books, 
academic journals, magazines and newspapers 
that are found on the library’s website. 

 Websites
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You’ll need your library card number and password

to use the databases outside of the library.

If you don’t know your password, 

ask an adult to call the library and have it changed.
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To find the kids databases:

1) Go to the library’s website: www.lfpl.org.

2) Click on “Research Tools.”



Click on “Homework Help for Kids.”



What are the differences between

websites and databases? 

Databases have information from encyclopedias, dictionaries, magazines, 

newspapers, reference books and other sources. 

Websites can be created by anyone. Some websites have great 

information while others may have information that is incorrect.  



The databases and websites below were created by professionals.

There is a red asterisk next to databases. They are grouped by subject.

Click on the subject heading, “Reference Materials.”



Let’s click on Grolier Online to find information about the White House. 

This database will search more than one encyclopedia at a time.



Type “White House” into the text box under the phrase,

“Find it fast!”  Then click “GO” or press “enter.”



Grolier Online found 7,156 results for the White House. 

Generally, the best results are in the first few documents listed. 

There is a key on the left that shows the abbreviations for the 

encyclopedias.

America the Beautiful (ATB) and The New Book of Knowledge (NBK) 

are geared toward elementary students. 

Let’s look at these two encyclopedias.



America the Beautiful begins with an introductory paragraph and then is 

divided into the six sections: “History of the White House,” “Children and 

Pets,” “ White House Tours,” “ Ground Floor,” “State Floor,” and “Our 

Tour Ends.”

The pictures  can be enlarged and printed out. There are also “web links” 

above the pictures that lead to sites related to the subject.

“How to Cite this Article” links  to source citations for this article.



The New Book of Knowledge begins with an introductory paragraph and 

then is followed by the history of the White House. 

On the right-hand side of the page are links to “Facts at a Glance” which 

provides a very brief list of information about the White House. 

There is a link to websites in the top right-hand corner of the page. It leads 

to interesting sites selected by Grolier Online such as learning about how 

other famous buildings were designed and getting an online tour of the 

White House.

The “How to Cite this Article” link scrolls down to the source of this article.



Print out the citation page to show your teacher where you 

found the information used in your assignment.



“Why can’t I just copy and paste?”

What is plagiarism?
-Presenting someone else’s writing as your own by either copying it 

word-for-word or not listing where you found the information.

What is paraphrasing?
-Putting the information you have read into your own words. Read first, then write 

down what you remember. Go back and make sure the facts are accurate.

Example of paraphrasing from the non-fiction book, Almost Gone: 

The Worlds Rarest Animals, by Steve Jenkins.

Text directly from a book: “The Tasmanian wolf, or thylacine, was not 

really a wolf. It was a marsupial and carried its young in a pouch like a 

kangaroo.”

In your own words: The Tasmanian wolf was a marsupial, not a 

wolf. It held its babies in its pouch just like a kangaroo.

What are citations?
They list information about the book, database or website you used and give 

credit to authors.
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